


2026 Sioux Falls VA Health Care System Creative Arts Festival and Competition
October 7, 2026, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Entry Form
Each Veteran or employee of the Sioux Falls VA Health Care System may submit up to 2 pieces of art, creative writing, video-recorded dramatic performance, video-recorded dance performance, and/or video-recorded musical performance which was created in the last year. Submit a separate form for each piece. 
Title of Piece: _____________________________________________________________________
Mediums/Techniques/poem/essay/short story/recording*: ________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Size of Artwork (in inches) L x W x H ___________________________________________________
Is this your first time participating in the local competition? Yes_____________ No_______________
*Contact Kirsten Gerdes for rules regarding creative writing categories: 605-336-3230 Ext.6454

First Name: ____________________________ Last Name: ________________________________
Home Address: ___________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: _____________________________ Email: _______________________________________

The information below will be used to identify your submission piece at the show or during the awards reception if your piece is awarded a prize.  Please do not include any information that you do not want disclosed to the public. Employees will need to enter as either the employee category or Veteran category, not both.  If you are unable to attend the event on October 7, 2026, please indicate how we can arrange to return your submission. 
For Veterans: 
Branch of Service: _______________                Rank: _____________________________
Years of Service: ________________                Conflict(s) Served: ___________________

For Employees: 
Years of service with VA: __________               Current Department/Title: _____________

Any additional information about your submission background you would like to share: 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
· Entry forms will be accepted September 1 – October 1, 2026. Forms can be turned in by:  
· Mail completed forms to: 	
Sioux Falls VA Health Care System
Attn: Kirsten Gerdes 
2501 W 22nd Street
Sioux Falls, SD 57105
· Email completed forms to kirsten.gerdes@va.gov 
· You may drop off your artwork September 28 – October 5, 2026, at the Sioux Falls VA. If no one is available, contact Kirsten Gerdes at ext. 6454.
· Please email creative writing entries in a Word document by September 16, 2026, to kirsten.gerdes@va.gov 
· All video-recorded submissions must be submitted by September 16, 2026 (please check with Kirsten for formatting). Let us know if you need assistance with recording. 
· Awards will be announced at 2:00 p.m. on the day of the event.
· All artworks should be picked up at the end of the show unless other arrangements have been made. 
· Please sign the included VA Form 10-3203 to give permission for VA staff to take pictures of the artwork and artist. 
For more information, contact Sioux Falls VAHCS staff at 605-336-3230: Kirsten Gerdes ext. 6454.
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